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 I.       PURPOSE:

The Montana Women’s Prison (MWP) Medical Department establishes guidelines for the mitigation of the effects of a Pandemic out break for inmates, employees and the general public.
II.      DEFINITIONS:


Pandemic - a sudden outbreak of disease that becomes widespread


Medical Personnel – any Department of Corrections employee or contracted staff member assigned to the MWP medical unit. 

   III.      PROCEDURES  
1. PPD (tuberculin skin test) or chest x-ray is mandatory for all staff and offenders at MWP on an annual basis.
2. Influenza (flu) shots are encouraged annually for all offenders and staff members.

3. All infectious diseases or conditions will be monitored and tracked by the MWP infection control nurse and reported to the Health Services Manager
4. MWP administration will be kept informed of any infection control or pandemic concerns.

5. MWP providers will screen for high risk offenders and will immunize as appropriate

6. Patients that are ill will be screened by MWP medical personnel and isolated to a unit or room as appropriate.

7. Medical personnel will determine the nature of the pandemic (influenza or other disease) and will education correctional staff concerning precautions necessary for that particular condition.

8. Precautions may include masks, gloves, gowns or paper eating utensils.

9. Any staff member suspected of being infected will be removed from work and not allowed back until symptom free.

10. Medical personnel will screen all offenders for signs/symptoms for signs/symptoms of disease

11. Visitors/volunteers and staff will be restricted to those persons not exhibiting signs of disease.

12. Visitors and volunteers may be prohibited from the prison for a period of time if necessary

13. Any outbreak of disease will be reported to the Yellowstone County Health Department and Department of Corrections for guidance and assistance.

14. Hand washing will be mandatory after associating with patients that are ill.  Waterless hand sanitizers will be made available for staff and offenders.

15. If determined appropriate MWP medical and correctional staff will wear N-95 masks, gloves and gown when associating with infected or possibly infected offenders.  Staff will be trained as to proper fitting of mask and disposal of protective clothing.
16. Any offender of staff member suspected of being infected will wear an N-95 mask when out of isolated area if appropriate for disease.

17. Any staff member will be asked to leave the facility if he/she has symptoms of disease

18. Staff and offenders that have had contact with the ill patient will be screened and may be isolated from the rest of the population if deemed necessary by medical staff.

19. All isolated or ill patients will be assessed at least daily by medical personnel.

20. If there is evidence of institutional transmission of the disease or there is widespread human to human transmission the facility may be put into isolation.  No staff member or offender will be allowed to come in or leave the facility except in an emergency.

21. Group activities may be restricted or suspended.
IV.       CLOSING:

Any questions concerning this procedure should be directed to the Medical Department Manager or the Montana Women’s Prison Emergency Planning and Preparedness Manager or the Deputy Warden in charge of security.
V.         ATTACHMENTS:

None

