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I. PURPOSE  

Montana State Prison (MSP) to include Riverside Special Needs Unit (RSNU) and Montana 
Correctional Enterprises (MCE) will accommodate reasonable requests by the media to 
interview inmates to the extent practicable, appropriate, and consistent with the safety and 
security needs of MSP, RSNU and MCE.  
 

II. DEFINITIONS 
 

 Administrator – The official, regardless of local title (division or facility administrator, bureau  
 chief, warden, superintendent), ultimately responsible for the operation and management of a  
 division or facility program. 
  

Incident – Any event, circumstance or behavior that could potentially jeopardize staff, inmates, 
or visitors or affect operations, safety or security or constitute a human rights violation. 

  
Incident Commander (IC) - The individual with the overall authority and responsibility for 
conducting all incident activities and managing all operations at the incident site. 
 

Inmate - Any person residing in a secure facility under the supervision of the Department of 
Corrections 

 

News Media Representatives - Properly credentialed representatives of any accredited news 
organization that reports news for a general circulation newspaper, news magazine, national or 
international news service, radio or television news program, and internet news service. Authors 
and freelance journalists who are researching and/or writing about corrections or criminal justice 
issues must provide their credentials to verify their association with legitimate news or media 
organizations. Nothing in this definition is intended to remove from the Department director, 
Department communications director, or facility PIO the discretion to determine who constitutes 
news media representatives for purposes of access to offenders. 

 

Public Information Officer (PIO) - An official spokesperson designated by the administration 
to provide facility or program information to the public.  
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III. PROCEDURES 
 

A. General Requirements 

1. Inmates may choose to accept or reject media interview requests.  The procedures 
for these media interviews during non-emergency conditions are as follows. 

 

2. Media access to inmates incarcerated at MSP, MCE, AND RSNU will be 
permitted at reasonable times of the day consistent with the security needs of the 
facility. 

 
3. All requests for interviews will be made through the PIO or designee in 

accordance with procedures outlined in MSP Procedure 1.1.10 MSP/MCE Tours 
and MSP 1.1.8 Media Relations. 

 
4. The PIO or designee must obtain approval from the Warden or designee before 

scheduling a time for news media representatives to come onto facility property. 
 

5. Media representatives may be permitted to interview inmates; however, the 
inmate must consent in writing (attachment A) to be interviewed for a stated 
purpose and without compensation.  If the inmate is sentenced to death, consent 
must be received from the attorney of record as well as from the inmate.  These 
forms are available from the PIO. 

 
6. An inmate may not be photographed in a manner which is individually 

identifiable unless he has signed the above noted consent form. 
 

7. Any special requirements created by the presence of a news media representative 
must be made in advance. 

 
8. The PIO or designee shall arrange for a staff person to accompany the news 

media representative during the interview with the inmate.  A staff person must be 
present to ensure that audio or video recording is done in an observable manner, 
and that the inmate has signed the required consent form prior to the interview. 

 
9. The PIO must provide visitor rules and regulations to all news media 

representatives prior to any inmate interview taking place. 
 

B. Denial of Media Access 

1. Media access to inmates may be denied under the following circumstances: 
a. When there are safety and security concerns. 
b. When MSP is operating under emergency conditions. 
c. When the inmate is being housed in restricted administrative segregation, 

administrative segregation, detention, or pre-hearing confinement. 
d. When the inmate chooses not to be interviewed or refuses to sign a 

consent form. 
e. When a media representative fails to abide by facility procedures or 

Department policies, rules, or regulations, or is behaving in a manner that 
jeopardizes the safety and security of the facility. 
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IV. CLOSING 

Questions concerning this policy shall be directed to the Public Information Officer/Victim 
Information Officer or designee. 
 

V.  REFERENCE 

DOC Policies 1.1.8 Media Relations; 3.3.4 Media Access to Offenders; 3.2.1 Emergency 
Management.  

 

VI.  ATTACHMENTS 

 Interview / Photo Consent form      Attachment A 

  

  
 



   M O N T A N A D E P A T M E N T O F C O R R E C TI O N S  

M o nt a n a St at e P ris o n 

   I nt e r vi e w/ P h ot o C o ns e nt F o r m 
F o r A d ult  

 
 
U p o n c o ns e nt, I,            , D O C I D #           
 
i n r es p o ns e t o a r e q u est pr o p erl y m a d e b y:                   

( N a m e/ Or g aniz ati o n)  
gr a nt p er miss i o n to t h e a b o v e-n a m e d r e q u esti n g p art y t o c o n d u ct a n i nt er vi e w a n d r e c or d t h e s a m e b ot h m a n u all y a n d 
el e ctr o ni c all y  a n d/ or t a k e p h ot o gr a p hi c p ortr a its o r pi ct ur es, m o vi n g pi ct ur es, a u di o/ vis u al r e c or di n g s, or ot her  
i m a gi n g a c c or di n g t o t h e b o x c h e c k e d b el o w.  I f urt h er gr a nt p er missi o n t o t h e r e q u esti n g p art y a n d t h os e a ctin g u n d er 
its a ut h orit y t o c o pyri g ht, u s e, a n d p u blis h f or  a d v ertisi n g, i n str u c ti o n or a n y ot h er l a wf ul p ur p o s e w h ats o e v er, a n y 
st at e m e nts, i n f ul l or i n p art, m a d e b y m e d uri n g s u c h i nt e r vi e w, a n d a n y p h ot o gr a p hi c p ortr ai ts or pi ct ur es, m o vi n g 
pi ct ur es, a u di o/ vi s u al r e c or di n g s, or ot h er i m a gi n g of m e i n w hi c h I m a y b e i n cl u d e d i n w h ol e o r i n p art. 

I d o h er e b y w ai v e a n y ri g ht I m a y h a v e t o i n s p e ct  or a p pr o v e t h e fi nis h e d  pr o d u ct  or t h e u s e  t o wh i c h it m a y b e 
a p pli e d; a n d r e l e as e t h e M o nt a n a D e p art m e nt of C orr e cti on s, its s u c c ess ors a n d assi g n s, a n d all p ers o n s a ct i n g u n d er 
its p er missi o n o r a ut h orit y, fr o m a ny li a bilit y b y virt u e  of t h e u s e a n d p u b lic ati o n of s ai d i nt er vi e w a n d/ or i m a g es.  

I r elin q uis h a n d gi v e t o t h e r e q u esti n g p art y all  ri g ht, titl e, a n d i nter est t h at I m a y h a v e i n t h e fi nis h e d pr o d u ct, 
c o pi es t h er e of, a n d m at eri als u s e d in its pr o d u cti o n; a n d f urt h er gr a nt t h e r e q u esti n g p art y t h e ri g ht t o gi v e, s ell, 
tra n sf er, a n d e x hi bit  s ai d  pr o d u ct or a n y p orti o n, c o p y or f a csi mil e t h er e of, f or a n y p ur p o s e it d e e ms n e c ess ar y a n d 
pr o p er.  

I d o f urt h er w ai v e all ri g hts t h at I m a y h a v e t o a n y cl ai ms f or p a y m e nt or r o y alti es i n c o n n e cti o n wit h a n y 
e x h i bit, p u bli c ati o n,  br oa d c ast, or ot h er u s e of sai d fi nis h e d pr o d u ct or p orti o n t h er e of. 
  
 

I h er e b y C O N S E N T  t o: ��  I nt e r vi e w & P h ot o  ��  I nt e r vi e w O nl y  ��  P h ot o g r a p h O nl y  
 
           /            /                                    

D at e Si g n e d             *I n m at e Si g n at ur e 
 

           /           /                                      
D at e Si g n e d          D e p ar t m e nt, F a cilit y, or Pro gr a m Of fi ci al 

  
 
I h er e b y R E F U S E:    ��  B ot h I nt e r vi e w a n d P h ot o  
 
           /            /                                    

D at e Si g n e d             I n m at e Si g n at ur e 
 
 

T his c o ns e n t b e c o m es i n v ali d 3 0 d a ys aft er t h e d at e of i n m at e’s si g n at ur e. 

M S P P r o c e d ur e 
3 . 3. 4 

  


	Interview/Photo Consent Form

